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Titles identified and screened  

• Guidelines, n = 24 

• Other studies, n = 167 

Excluded guidelines, n = 9 

• Not relevant patient group 

• From secondary care 

• Duplicate publications 

Excluded titles, n = 73 

Guidelines retrieved in full 

text 

• Guidelines, n = 11 

• Other studies read as 

abstracts, n = 122 

 

Publications meeting 

inclusion criteria 

• Guidelines, n = 5 

• Other studies, n = 51 

Studies identified from 

searching reference list, n = 26 

Not written in English 

• Guidelines, n = 4 

• Other studies, n = 2 

Publications included in the 

review 

• Guidelines, n = 5 

• Other studies, n = 26 

Excluded for lack of 

relevance 

• Guidelines, n = 6 

• Other studies, n = 71 

Excluded for other reasons 

• Guidelines, n = 0 

• Other studies, n = 25 


